IN PRIVATE LIFE

the consideration of any matter, however trifling it
might be, touching the well-being of any person
within or outside the family circle, or to transgress
the time-honoured traditions of the orthodox Hindu
family. She lived to see her son become one of the
greatest men in Bengal but this did not in the least
change her conduct or bearing towards her poor relat-
ions and dependants. Sir Gooroodass's high charac-
ter and exemplary conduct were moulded after his
good and great mother. The story of the mother
taking the son to task for studying overtime in order
to secure the gold medal in the Law Examination
of his year in competition with another brilliant
contemporary of his, as related in a previous chapter,
sufficiently illustrates the self-less and generous
character of the lady. The well-known English
adage that " a tree is known by its fruit/1 is nowhere
better exemplified than in the case of this pious
Hindu lady and her illustrious son.

To his children, Sir Gooroodass was a most
affectionate father, discreetly indulgent but a strict
disciplinarian in all matters relating to their physic-
al, , moral, intellectual and spiritual advancement.,
He watched with great solicitude over their conduct
at home at all times during prayer, study, play,
recreation and meals. Every one of them was
expected to perform regularly the dally religiotis
duties of a Brahmin and no laxity would be toler-
ated by him on any consideration whatever except
in case of illness, and he himself was their great ideal,
in this matter. Disregard of personal comforts and
conveniences for the sake of his religious belief was